LEGIONELLA INITIATIVE

Background

Legionnaires’ disease is a potentially fatal pneumonia caused by legionella bacteria. Legionella bacteria are widespread in the environment, and may contaminate and grow in water systems such as - 

· Hot and cold water systems

· Spa pools

· Cooling towers. 

Infection is caused by breathing in small droplets of water contaminated by the bacteria. The disease cannot be passed from one person to another.  Everyone is potentially susceptible to infection but some people are at higher risk e.g. the elderly or ill. 

In the period, 1980 - 2006 there have been a total of 52 cases of Legionella In Northern Ireland with 4 deaths. 
· 18 (35%) acquired in NI

· 1 acquired in GB

· 33 (63%) acquired abroad

· 2 community cluster (total 6 cases)

· 4 deaths (case fatality rate 7.7%)

The Barrow on Furness outbreak in Cumbria during the summer of 2003 claimed seven lives and affected 150 people. Currently there are over 500 claims for compensation being processed by Barrow Council’s insurance company. Initial estimates suggest that personal injury claims will exceed £20million.

Recent cases in Northern Ireland included 3 cases in Mallusk in March 2002 and a recent outbreak in Bangor. 

Legionella has been identified as a priority area for action among district councils in Northern Ireland.

Duties under the law

In premises where there is a risk of legionella bacteria growing within a water system, there is a requirement under health and safety law, for duty holders to carry out a suitable and sufficient risk assessment to identify the risks from legionella that may affect staff or members of the public. In practice this means that businesses have to:

· Identify and assess sources of risk;

· Prepare a scheme (or course of action) for preventing or controlling the risk;

· Implement and manage the scheme (appointing a person to be managerially responsible, sometimes referred to as the ‘responsible person’);

· Keep records and check that what has been done is effective;
The relevant legislation and Guidance includes: - 

· Health and Safety at Work (NI) Order 1978

· Control of Substances Hazardous to Health Regulations (NI) 2003 as amended
· Management of Health and Safety at Work Regulations (NI) 2000

· Approved Code of Practice entitled “Legionnaires’ Disease The Control of Legionella Bacteria in Water Systems” L8 2000 2nd edition (ISBN 0 7176 1772 6)
· INDG 376 Legionnaires’ Disease: Essential Information for Providers of Residential Accommodation

· IAC (rev2) Legionnaires’ Disease: A Guide for employers
· INDG 253 Controlling Legionella in Nursing and Residential Care Homes

· INDG 368 Use of Contractors – a joint responsibility

Overall Objective of the Initiative:

The purpose of this initiative is to increase awareness amongst the business community particularly the Residential Accommodation Sector including Residential Homes, Hotels & Hostels and in addition Spa pool providers, of the risks associated with Legionella and hence improve the level of compliance with relevant legislation.  This will involve a comprehensive enforcement intervention in relation to Legionella.

